
Visual Story for 
Haida and Squamish 

Songs and Stories
By Kung Jaadee

May 28  & 29th
At the Waterfront theatre 

on Granville Island 

A visual story helps people prepare for a new 
experience or decide if this show works for them



What information is in this visual story?
You can click on the things you want to know about

Schedule 

What to expect at the relaxed performance

Chill-out zone

The stage

The performers

The curtain speech

About the performance

Things in the show that might be intense

Sound 

Lights

Other things

Audience interactions

How people react

Everything that happens

This is the visual story for the show, to see the visual story / guide for the Waterfront Theatre, click here

#
#
https://www.childrensfestival.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/VICF2024_Waterfront-Theatre_-visual-story_sm.pdf


Schedule 

These times will be a little different for every performance.

The performance is about 55  minutes long.

 There is a no  intermission.

The doors to the theatre open about 20 minutes before the performance starts.

Before that you can wait in the lobby.



This show is always a relaxed performance

The lights above you will always stay on, it will never be  all dark

There will also be a chill out zone, find out more on the next page

● It is ok to move 

● It is ok to make noise

● It is ok to react

● It’s ok to have a snack or a drink 

● It is ok to leave and come back

● It is ok to use your electronic devices (on silent)

BUT it is not ok to take pictures or make calls



Chill-Out Zone

● If you want to leave the theatre at any time, 

you can go to the Chill-Out Zone 

● It is in the lobby of the Waterfront Theatre

● A volunteer or usher can show you where it is

● You can go back into the theatre any time

There will be a chill-out zone 
for the relaxed performance

● It will have

○ Comfortable seats, yoga mats, pillows

○ Fidget toys

○ Books

○ Colouring materials

○ Noise-cancelling headphones

○ Weighted toys or blankets



The Stage

The only things on the stage will be 
Kung Jaadee, with her regalia and 
drum, her books, a microphone and a 
stand



Kung Jaadee

Kung Jaadee is the only performer in this show
She tells stories, sings and drums

Sometimes she talks as if she is one of the people in the stories but she mostly is herself



The Curtain Speech
Right before the show starts the front of house manager will come to the stage and talk. 
It might be a little bit different, but this is how it usually goes.

● They welcome everybody and asks them to pay attention to the land acknowledgement
● We hear the voices of children talking about the indigenous lands we are 

and our relationship with indigenous peoples
● They say a few more things, for example:

○ Thank you to sponsors and donors and volunteers
○ How you can donate to the festival or help in other ways
○ Where the exits are

● They leave then the show starts

This is a short speech 
between 1-3 minutes.

Click here to read an example of the speech

When the show is in French, you will hear the curtain speech, there won’t be a person

This is someone reading the curtain speech

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xQZoWbiNKS3ImLj_7zwb4Jpdo_vAZBHD/edit


About the Performance
Kung Jaadee is sharing the stories and songs from her Haida and Squamish culture



Sound 

Kung Jaadee will use a microphone

When she talks and tell stories, her voice is softer and she uses the microphone

When she sings, her voice is louder and she doesn’t use a microphone

She will also be drumming on her hand drum

It is not loud at all when she tells stories

It is a little bit louder when she sings and drums, and it is ok to cover your ears or bring 

headphones



Lights

The lights are never intense 

There will always be a little bit of light in the audience, just enough to see your feet on 

the floor, it will never be dark

The light on the stage is there so you can see Kung Jaadee well, it never flashes or 

changes suddenly 



Things in the show that might be intense
These are some things in the show that might be intense. 

On the next pages we will explain more, or you can click on them.

● Different languages

● Bullying / being ashamed of who you are 

● Residential schools

● War / fighting

● Tricking and fooling others



Different languages

Kung Jaadee will talk in English and she will often use words from the Haida or Squamish languages.

Here are some examples:
● I am going to tell the story of stchi chioi, the two sisters mountains
● Now everyone, touch your staik kange, your toes

Sometimes she will ask everyone to say those words with her

The songs are not in English.
Some are in one of the Coast Salish Languages, others are chants, chants have sounds, but they are not words that 
mean anything by themself



Bullying / being ashamed of who you are
Kung Jaadee doesn’t always talk about this, but sometimes she will share that she was bullied a lot for 
being indigenous when she was a kid. She talks about how she felt ashamed and even hated herself or 
wished she was born differently. And she explains that that is one of the reasons why she become a 
storyteller, to help children understand that it is ok to have a different story. 

Residential schools
Kung Jaadee mentions that her grandparents went to residential schools. Sometimes she also explains that 
that is why some people in her family didn’t know their language or stories or practices like cedar weaving. 



War / Fighting

In the story about the two sisters, the Haida people and the Squamish people are at war. The story is not about the 
fighting but about how the sisters ended the war. 

In the Raven stories there are moments where people or animals argue or plead with each other.



Tricking or fooling others

The raven stories are all about the raven tricking people or animals into doing something they don’t 
want to do. It might feel complicated because he is doing things that are not nice, like pretending to 
be someone he is not, but at the end of the story, what he did helps everyone. 

This can be confusing, and it is meant to help us understand that even if we don’t understand why 
someone does something, it is good to wait and not judge right away. 



Audience Interaction

Kung Jaadee will ask everyone to 

● Repeat words
● Move your body and stretch
● Hug yourself

It is ok if you don’t want to do any of these things, no one will be upset if you don’t.
She will try to make sure that everyone hugs themself, not because she wants you to do 
what she says, but because she wants everyone to love themself



Sometimes the kids in the audience laugh 
because something is funny (especially in the raven story)

Usually that only happens a few times

Sometimes the kids in the audience gasp or say “Awe”
when she shows her regalia

When Kung Jaadee asks to repeat a word
usually everyone says it in a normal voice 

but sometimes some of the kids shout

How people react



Everything that happens
SPOILER ALERT : 

Don’t read this unless you 
want to know everything 

that happens

After everyone is sitting down the lights will get a bit darker. Someone will come and do the curtain speech. Click here to 
see what that is like. Then they leave.

Kung Jaadee comes onto the stage and she introduces herself. She tells them about the regalia she is wearing. Some 
honour her Squamish ancestors and some honour her Haida ancestors.

We try to share what will 
happen but because it is live 

performance, things may 
always be a bit different

Kung Jaadee usually tells stories and sings songs in this order. Sometimes she will tell a different story, sing a different 
song or leave something out. She speaks in English and often says a word in Haida and then the English word after.



Her books are behind her. Sometimes she will show them and 
talk about one or two of them during the show and other 
times she won’t.

The first story Kung Jaadee tells is the story of the two 
sisters who were Squamish twin sisters that decided to marry 
Haida men to end a long war between their nations and the 
creator made them into mountains so everyone would 
remember what they did. 
Kung Jaadee sings and drums the Coast Salish Anthem.

Then Kung Jaadee takes off some of the regalia and puts on 
different regalia.

Kung Jaadee performs one of the raven stories. Often it is the story of the Raven’s feast that brings all the four nations 
together and teaches everyone that we all have our own gifts that we have to share with the world. 

Another Raven story she might tell is the story of how the Raven brought the light to the world.  



If some kids and people are a bit restless because they have been sitting still and listening for a while, 
then Kung Jaadee likes to do some stretching together. 

She doesn’t always do that. 

When she does the stretching together, she teaches everyone how to count in Haida:
Swansung  (one)
Stung (two) 
And everyone who wants to does the stretching of different body parts while counting “swansung - 
stung”. 

Kung Jaadee also tells everyone the names of the body parts in Haida. 

One stretch is reaching for your toes, and then everyone counts to five, in Haida: 
Swansung (one)
Stung (two)
Chlulnch (three)
Stansung (four)
Tleech. (five)

The last stretch is the arms and at the end everyone is hugging themselves.



Kung Jaadee teaches us it is important to hug and love ourselves, that we all have tens of thousands of ancestors who 
love us and will always love us. She talks about how they are not alive in this world but live in the spiritual world. She tells 
everyone to wrap their arms around themselves and say “I love me” and that doing that everyday helps us love ourselves 
and that we can help our family and friends by teaching them to do the same.

The last part of the show is always a song. Kung Jaadee will sing and drum on her hand drum. It could be one of these 
songs:

● The Raven Love Chant
Kung Jaadee explains that this chant connects our heart, mind, body and spirit and it was created to honour 
Nunnalung (grandmothers) and Chinnalung (grandfathers)

● A lullaby
A song that her Naani (Grandmother) taught her, a song for a precious child. She explains that everyone is a 
precious child, sometimes we think someone is old but everyone still has the precious child inside of them.

● A paddling song 
If she picks a paddling song, Kung Jaadee will ask everyone to do a paddling motion together while she sings and 
drums



Then she performance is almost over.

Kung Jaadee holds up her hands with the palms 
towards the audience and says “Osiem”, “thank 
you” in Squamish language and “Haawa”, “thank 
you” in Haida language. 

She also says “I love you all” and “Look after 
yourselves” in Haida language, that when we love 
ourselves, we make the world a better place and 
love everybody else. She explains that in Haida 
there is no word for “Goodbye”, they just say “I 
will see you all again”.

Then she show is over.
The lights above the audience become bright and it is time to leave.

Kung Jaadee will stay on the stage and wave goodbye while everyone leaves. 



This Visual Story was created by Kung Jaadee and Anika Vervecken 
with the help of a template created with the input of many consultants, 

patrons, artists and fellow arts organizations. 

Special thanks to the Vancouver International Children’s Festival and its Youth Council members,
Intrepid Theatre, Push, Vancouver Writers Fest, the Gateway Theatre and Jake Anthony.

Want to create a visual story for your show, event or venue?
Email Anika Vervecken and she will share the template: anikasurtitles@gmail.com

She also welcomes all feedback!

Credits

https://www.facebook.com/Kungjaadee/
mailto:anikasurtitles@gmail.com

